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Does the thought of strolling down historic streets in the 
footsteps of explorers appeal to the adventurer in you? Or, 
would you prefer to explore the unexplored areas of Florida, 
home to abundant wildlife and breathtaking vistas? In St. 
Johns River Country you can choose as much, or as little, 
adventure as you want for your next Florida vacation. Tame 
the wilds or just sit back and soak in the natural beauty, it’s 
up to you. 


Whether you come to explore for a day, a weekend or longer, 
you’ll build a lifetime of memories. If you are ready for a 
different kind of Florida vacation, come spend some time in 
the thirteen communities that comprise St. Johns River 
Country. Each one different, yet together they form a rich 
tapestry of history, natural beauty and culture that will capture 
your imagination. 



DeLeon Springs State Recreation Area 
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In St. Johns River Country, the choice of accommodations is 
as varied as the choice of activities. The one thing they all have 
in common is that they put a premium on good old-fashioned 
Southern hospitality. Our contemporary hotels offer amenities 
that appeal to travelers on the go. Our smaller, family-owned 
properties offer down-home charm and a personal touch to 
make your vacation memories special. Many of the properties 
are AAA-rated or members of the Superior Small Lodging 
program and meet exacting quality standards. Our area's 
historic beauty is best captured in our many Bed & Breakfasts, 
each telling its own story and helping make your stay 
unforgettable. Pitch your tent under a canopy of ancient oaks 
and let the sounds of nature soothe your sleep. Want the 
outdoor experience and a few amenities? Bring your RV or 
rent a cabin and you can enjoy the unspoiled beauty of our 
area in comfort. For those who need only the “bare” essentials, 
we even have a clothing optional resort. Avid fishermen will 
want to stay in one of our many fish camps located along the 
St. Johns River. But the room with the best view in St. Johns 
River Country is from your very own houseboat as you cruise 
the majestic river at your own pace. 




Houseboating on the St. Johns River 


Charming Bed & Breakfasts 


Comfortable Cabins 
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If you think you need to travel to a big city to enjoy cultural 
offerings, think again. In St. Johns River Country, you can get 
big city entertainment with a heavy dose of small town charm. 
Take in a visiting exhibit by artists such as Yousef Karsh, John 
James Audubon or Ansel Adams at a local museum. Hear a 
performance of internationally renowned musicians at the 
Stetson University School of Music. Local theater groups offer 
playbills that successfully mix Broadway shows with crowd 
favorites featuring local talent. Opera. Ballet. Nationally 
recognized art festivals. Whatever your artistic passion, you 
can indulge it here in St. Johns River Country. 

■ African American Museum of The Arts ■ Athens Theater ■ Cultural 
Art Center ■ DeLand Little Symphony ■ DeLand Museum of Art 

■ Duncan Gallery of Art and Sampson Gallery of Art at Stetson 
University ■ Elizabeth Hall at Stetson University ■ Sands Theater 
Center ■ Shoestring Theatre ■ Stover Theater at Stetson University 



Duncan Gallery of Art 


Pioneer Settlement for the 
Creative Arts 


African American 
Museum of The Arts 


Imagine Florida the way it used to be — before the first 
visitors arrived on steamboats that plied the waters of the St. 
Johns River. Noble Timucuan Indians inhabited and worked 
the land, leaving mounds of artifacts to mark their presence. 
Explorers John and William Bartram and famed naturalist 
John James Audubon documented the area’s spectacular 
natural beauty in their writings and artwork. The St. Johns 
River was recently chosen as one of only fourteen rivers 
nationwide to receive the American Heritage River designation 
in celebration of its ecological and historical significance. Early 
settlers built majestic homes and bustling communities that 
are still in existence today. In fact, the area is home to five 
National Historic Districts. Wandering the streets, you can 
almost hear the footsteps of those who walked before you. 
Imagine industrialist and area founder, Henry A. DeLand 
strolling the tree-lined roadways with friend and benefactor, 
famed hat maker John B. Stetson, discussing the future of 
Stetson University. The smell of orange blossoms in the air will 
transport you back to a time when a young Chinese immi¬ 
grant, Lue Gim Gong worked tirelessly in his DeLand groves 
to develop an orange that would revolutionize the Florida citrus 
industry. A visit to the newly restored home of wealthy wine 
importer Frederick deBary leaves you feeling like the family 
may have just stepped away for a few moments to return 
shortly. Or, follow DeLand’s Mural Walk, a series of murals 
painted on the walls of buildings in the downtown area depicting 
the development of DeLand from the 1840s through the 1940s. 
It’s like flipping through a history book with very large pages! 

■ Black Heritage Exhibit ■ DeBary Hall Mansion ■ DeLand Hospital 
Museum ■ DeLand House Museum ■ DeLand Naval Air Station 
Museum ■ DeLeon Springs State Recreation Area Museum ■ Deltona 
Arts & Historical Center • Lue Gim Gong “The Citrus Wizard” 
Memorial Garden ■ MainStreet DeLand • U.S. Postal Museum 

■ Pioneer Settlement for the Creative Arts 

■ West Volusia Historical Museum 


DeBary Hall 

Henry A. DeLand House Museum 
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Spend some time in the slow lane where the only traffic you’ll 
encounter on the River is a family of manatee returning 
to the crystal clear waters of a natural spring. Manatees aren’t 
the only families that enjoy basking in the constant 72° waters 
of the spring. Take a swim, paddle a canoe, hike a trail or 
enjoy a picnic lunch in any of our parks. Or, hop aboard a 
boat for a guided ecotour of the river. Bird watchers will 
appreciate the fact that the area is home to many rare and 
endangered species. We offer some of the best bass fishing in 
Florida - but don’t take our word for it, drop a line and see for 
yourself. Spend the day with an experienced guide or rent a 
boat and strike out on your own. Either way you won’t be 
disappointed. Or, enjoy the view of natural Florida from 
the back nine of any of our area golf courses. Take a tandem 
skydive for a bird’s eye view. Great Florida weather year- 
round makes anytime the best time to explore St. Johns 
River Country. 


■ Alli-Gator Rides & Tours ■ Blue Spring State Park ■ DeBary 
Memorial Park ■ DeLeon Springs State Recreation Area ■ Earl Brown 
Park ■ Ed Stone Park ■ Freedom Children’s Playground at Bill 
Dreggors Park ■ Gemini Springs Park ■ Hontoon Island State Park 

■ Lake Woodruff National Wildlife Refuge ■ Lyonia Preserve ■ River 
Queen River Tours ■ Safari River Tours • Sensory Garden at Bill 
Dreggors Park ■ Skydive DeLand ■ Sperling Sports Complex 

• St. Johns River Cruise ■ Tiger Bay State Forest 
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While St. Johns River Country is well known for its natural 
beauty and rich history, it also offers some rather unusual 
attractions. From an exhibit of more than a thousand toy 
elephants from around the world and a display of vintage 
electrical power meters and colorful insulators to the second 
largest collection of rare gems and minerals, you’ll be sure to 
find something to spark your imagination. Many of our 
attractions offer you the opportunity to get involved in the 
experience, from skydiving to centuries old handcrafting at a 
living history museum. Soak in a little otherworldly mystique 
at a community of spiritualists and mediums. Stroll our 
national award-winning downtown area. Browse our specialty 
boutiques for the perfect gift. Spend the afternoon people 
watching at one of our many sidewalk cafes. Treat your palate 
to exotic dining in one of our many restaurants. You can do 
just about anything you want during your St. Johns River 
Country vacation. 

■ Cassadaga Spiritualist Camp ■ Conrad Stadium, home of the 
Stetson Hatters ■ DeLand Flea Market ■ 

■ Electrical Museum at Stone Street 

■ Elephant Fantasyland Museum at 
Stone Street • Gillespie Museum of 
Minerals at Stetson University 

■ Skydive DeLand ■ Spring Garden 
Ranch Training Center ■ Stetson 
University ■ Volusia Speedway Park 

■ West Volusia Farmers Market 

Cassadaga Spiritualist Camp 
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Daytona Beach 

Orlando 

Gainesville 

Jacksonville 

Tampa 

St. Petersburg 
Sarasota 

West Palm Beach 
Fort Lauderdale 
Miami 


23 miles 
36 miles 
100 miles 
104 miles 
120 miles 
140 miles 
167 miles 
203 miles 
245 miles 
265 miles 
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West Volusia Tourism Advertising Authority 
101 N. Woodland Boulevard, Suite A-308 
DeLand, FL 32720 

386/734-0575 • 1-800-749-4350 • Fax 386/738-3569 
www.stjohnsrivercountry.com 








